


PASS HEALTH CARE REFORM!

STOP STUPAK!

ADDITIONAL MESSAGES

¢ The Stupak ban will take away private health
care coverage for comprehensive reproductive
health care from millions of American women.
The Stupak ban will force women to lose private
insurance coverage for reproductive health that they
currently have if they purchase health insurance

in the exchange or marketplace established under
health reform. This is particularly true for women
who work for small employers or women who are
self-employed, who will get their health insurance
through the exchange.

The Stupak ban prohibits health insurance
plans that participate in the new exchange
from providing full reproductive health
benefits to millions of American women.

If Stupak becomes the law of the land,
middle-class women will face barriers to
reproductive health coverage unlike any they
have experienced since the U.S. Supreme
Court legalized abortion nationwide in 1973.

The health reform bill would establish a new
exchange or marketplace through which tens
of millions of Americans would purchase health
care coverage. Many of the people who would
buy coverage through the exchange would
receive financial assistance from the federal
government. However, health insurance plans
offered through the exchange would be pro-
hibited from covering abortion care, if even
one person who purchased that plan was
receiving a federal subsidy.
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* Proponents of the Stupak ban claim that

women who purchase health insurance through
the exchange will be allowed to buy a single-
procedure insurance policy or “rider” that will
provide coverage for abortion. Stupak’s proposal
that women buy a single-procedure policy

or “rider” to cover abortion care is a phony
proposal offered for PR purposes to mask
the truth — that Stupak would ban abortion
coverage for millions of middle-class women.
Insurers won’t offer single-procedure plans,
and women would not buy them if they did.
Women do not plan to have unplanned preg-
nancies or to have severe complications late
in their pregnancies.

Currently, a majority of private health
insurance plans cover abortion care. But
if your employer obtains your insurance in
the future through the new exchange or
marketplace, you will lose that coverage.

The Stupak amendment was passed in the
House, but the Senate is a chamber in which
cooler heads prevail. Supporters of the
Stupak ban need 60 votes to add Stupak-like
language to the Senate health bill. We are
working hard to deny Stupak’s supporters
60 votes for their proposal.
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